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1 . HERE IS FULL TEXT TOM BRADEN EDITORIAL SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 12 WASHINGTON POST HEADED "DECISION-MAKING AND 
COVERT OPERATIONS."' 

2. THIS TOWN IS DISTURBED ABOUT WHAT THE CIA DID IN CHILE 
AND IS ASKING ITSELF WHERE TO PLACE THE BLAME AND HOW TO 
PREVENT SOMETHING SIMILAR FROM HAPPENING AGAIN. 

3. SOME PEOPLE - SEN. JAMES ABOUREZK (D-S.D.), FOR EXAMPLE, 

ARE SAYING THAT SO LONG AS YOU HAVE COVERT OPERATORS READY 
TO OPERATE SOMEBODY IS GOING TO APPROVE A PLAN TO USE THEM, 
AND THAT THE BEST WAY TO AVOID FUTURE MISADVENTURES IS TO 
ABOLISH THE JOBS OF THE OPERATORS AND FORBID THE HIRING OF 
ANY MORE. 
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4. ON THE OTHER HAND, SENS. HOWARD BAKER (R-TENN.) AND 
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LOWELL WEICKER (R-CONN.) THINK THEY CAN ENVISION OCCASIONS 
WHEN COVERT OPERATIONS MIGHT BE ESSENTIAL TO THE SURVIVAL 
OE THE NATION. WHAT WENT WRONG IN THE CHILEAN AEEAIR, THEY 
SAY, IS THAT SECRETARY OE STATE HENRY KISSINGER APPROVED A 
PLAN WHICH WAS NOT ONLY NOT ESSENTIAL TO THE SURVIVAL OF THE 
NATION BUT NOT EVEN CONDUCIVE TO THE NATION'S GOOD. 

5. THEY HAVE INTRODUCED A BILL TO GIVE CONGRESS AN 
OEFICIAL OVERSIGHT FUNCTION ON COVERT OPERATIONS. BUT THEY 
ARE NOT VERY CLEAR AS TO WHETHER CONGRESS SHOULD APPROVE 
THE OPERATIONS IN ADVANCE OR MERELY BE TOLD ABOUT THEM 
AETER THEY ARE UNDER WAY. 

6. THE AMBIGUITY POINTS UP THE WEAKNESS OE THEIR ARGUMENTS. 

IE CONGRESS KNOWS OFFICIALLY ABOUT OPERATIONS IN ADVANCE, 
CONGRESS IS RESPONSIBLE EOR A LOT OE DIRTY BUSINESS, AND 

NO REPRESENTATIVE OR SENATOR WANTS TO BE SO RESPONSIBLE. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, IE CONGRESS WERE MERELY TOLD ABOUT 
COVERT OPERATIONS AETER THE EACT, WHAT GOOD WOULD THAT DO? 

7. THERE'S A THIRD ASPECT TO THE ARGUMENT, AND IT IS PUT 
EORWARD BY SEN. FRANK CHURCH (D-IDA.). CHURCH SPENT A 
LOT OE TIME LAST YEAR INVESTIGATING AN EARLIER CIA EEEORT 
IN CHILE - THE CAMPAIGN TO DEPEAT SALVADOR ALLENDE AT THE 
POLLS. OBVIOUSLY, HE DIDN'T PROBE DEEPLY ENOUGH. AT THE 
SAME TIME HE WAS GETTING TESTIMONY ABOUT A 1970 OPERA- 
TION, THE CIA WAS OFP ON ANOTHER ONE. 

8. WHAT IRRITATES CHURCH EVEN MORE IS THAT HENRY KISSIN- 
GER, WHOM HE REGARDED AS A PRIEND, WAS A GREAT DEAL LESS 
THAN CANDID WITH HIM WHEN CHURCH ASKED HIM QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE DOWNFALL OF ALLENDE. 

9. KISSINGER KEPT REPEATING HE KNEW NOTHING OF THE COUP- 
WITHOUT SAYING HE KNEW A GOOD DEAL ABOUT WHAT BROUGHT ABOUT 
THE COUP. HE ALSO TOLD CHURCH THAT THE CIA INTERVENTION 

WAS LIMITED TO PAYING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO STATIONS 
WHICH ALLENDE WAS TRYING TO PUT OUT OP BUSINESS. 

10. CHURCH TOOK HIM AT HIS WORD AND THEN DISCOVERED THAT 
THE CIA HAD ALSO PAID EOR THE TRUCK STRIKE WHICH PARALYZED 
THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT AND LED DIRECTLY TO THE DEATH OP 
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ALLENDE. 

1 1 . WHAT DISTURBS CHURCH IS THE LACK OF TRUST AS WELL AS 
THE LACK OP JUDGMENT. HE'S EVEN WILLING TO PINESSE THE 
JUDGMENT. PERHAPS, HE SAYS, KISSINGER HAD REASONS EOR THE 
OPERATION WHICH ARE NOT NOW CLEAR. BUT IF SO, WHY NOT 
EXPLAIN THEM TO KEY MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE? WHY DISSEMBLE TO THE VERY PEOPLE WHO ARE 
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TRYING TO HELP HIM WITH DETENTE AND IN THE MIDEAST? 

12. RIGHT AFTER WORLD WAR II, THIS COUNTRY WAS ASKING IT- 
SELE WHETHER A DEMOCRACY COULD ENGAGE IN COVERT OPERA- 
TIONS. EXPERIENCE SINCE THEN SEEMS TO DEMONSTRATE THAT IT 
CAN BUT ONLY AT THE TREMENDOUS RISK OE JUDGMENT AND GOV- 
ERNMENT BY THE LEW. CHILE IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OE THAT RISK. 



14. THE QUESTION PEOPLE ARE ASKING NOW IS WHETHER THE 
DECISION-MAKING GROUP CAN BE ENLARGED, THE JUDGMENT MADE 
MORE RESPONSIBLE AND THE RISKS MINIMIZED. INGERSOLL 
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